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‘Nutcracker’
Comes to Life

News, Page 6
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News, Page 3
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Shop Great Falls
Campaign
Launched

News, Page 4

Shop Great Falls
Campaign
Launched

News, Page 4

Members of the
Margaret Haddad

Studio of Classical
Ballet perform the
snow scene of the

‘Nutcracker
 Suite’ during a
rehearsal. The

studio will put the
show on Nov. 28

and 29.
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EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

SERVING YOU
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OPEN
SUNDAYS

Dress Up Your Home for the Holidays
Visit our showroom to view the latest in fashion
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

See Budget,  Page 19

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

L
isa Hodge told members of the Great Falls
Elementary School PTA that she still could
not wrap her head around the idea that
the school’s Japanese immersion program

could be cut. “The reality is, in very tight budget
times, you have to look at everything,” she said.

Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville) and the
district’s School Board representative, Janie Strauss,
made an appearance at the PTA’s meeting on Wednes-
day, Nov. 11 to discuss the possibility that the lan-
guage immersion programs currently in place at 12
elementary schools in the county could be cut out of
the budget. As revenue continues to drop off, the
county is entering its third year of budget cuts, and
Strauss said that virtually all non-mandatory school
programs face the possibility of elimination.

Because it represents only a $1.4 million expense
in the face of a possible $176 million shortfall in the
school system, Foust said he would be surprised if
the elementary school language immersion program
ended up getting cut in the coming budget cycle,
but it would be the School Board that decides how
school funds are allocated.

“We will cut as far away from the classroom as we
possibly can,” Strauss said.

EVEN MORE IMPORTANT than teaching students
Japanese, Hodge said, the language immersion pro-
gram had taught her children to think globally. “They
come to have this real awareness of global issues
and being understanding of different cultures,” she
said. Also, she said, because languages like Japanese
are so different from English, students need to begin
learning them at a young age. “You literally cannot
learn these languages at an older age,” she said, not-
ing that she had tried.

“It’s such a selling point for people who are look-
ing at Fairfax County as a place to move into,” said
Diane Hara, who has also had children in the pro-
gram. She noted that the county’s Economic Devel-
opment Authority listed elementary school language

immersion as one of the school system’s selling points
and that foreign language proficiency was one of the
stated goals of the School Board.

Several students also testified at the meeting.
Third-grader Nick Hodge confirmed that his mother
was unable to pronounce many of the Japanese
phrases he had tried to teach her. “It’s really hard to
learn Japanese, but once you learn it, it’s really fun,”
he said, adding that he hoped the program did not
get cut “because I have so much more to learn” and
because he was eagerly anticipating the trip to Ja-
pan that the students traditionally take in the sixth
grade to visit their sister school.

Eliza Campbell, a freshman at Langley High School
who had gone through the program at Great Falls
Elementary, said it had made her a better student,
given her the confidence to be a high achiever and
introduced her to some of her favorite teachers. “It’s
a great challenge that has tons of benefits,” she said.
“All these kids deserve to have the same opportunity
I have had.”

Strauss assured the audience that she and Foust
supported the program. “That’s not the issue,” she
said. In the last few years, she said, the school sys-
tem had grown by 9,000 students, and an additional
2,000 were expected next year, she said. “We don’t
exactly understand it, but they’re here.” And, Strauss
said, under the No Child Left Behind Act, schools
are held to higher standards each year. Meanwhile,
the county has not been able to increase the school

Program joins host of
others on chopping block
as county revenue
continues to dwindle.

No More Japanese Immersion?

Dranesville District School Board repre-
sentative Janie Strauss and Supervisor
John Foust (D-Dranesville) discuss the
county’s budget woes with members of the
Great Falls Elementary PTA.

Third-graders Nick Hodge and Marisa Mihori testify to the value of Great Falls
Elementary’s Japanese immersion program.
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A
s Great Falls residents
gathered to demon
strate their apprecia-

tion for war veterans, perhaps
none gave the veterans more
credit than the kindergarteners
from Village Green Day School,
who thanked them for saving
people, the planet and the uni-
verse, as each student read off
his or her message of thanks.

The rain didn’t dampen this

year’s Veterans Day ceremony,
which takes place normally at
the Freedom Memorial behind
the library but was moved into
the library’s meeting room on
Wednesday, Nov. 11. In addition
to the kindergarteners, more
than 70 people showed up, in-
cluding the Langley High
School Madrigal singers, who
sang the national anthem.

The speaker at the event was
Lynne Roots, co-director of ad-
missions at Village Green,
whose military family includes
members of the Navy, Air Force
and Marines.

— Mike DiCicco

Great Falls
Recognizes Veterans
Ceremony
carries on in
spite of rain.

Kindergarteners from the Village Green Day School
read their messages of appreciation for war veterans.

The Great Falls veterans in attendance stand to be
recognized.
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The Great Falls Business and Pro-
fessional Association has launched
“Shop Great Falls,” a community
wide campaign designed to pro-
mote local businesses and stimulate
sales during the holiday shopping
season. Calling on residents to
“Think Locally, Act Locally and Shop
Great Falls,” the GFBPA is seeking
to raise the profile of local retailers
and other businesses within the
community and encourage holiday
shopping closer to home.

Between Nov. 16 and Dec. 24,
shoppers can visit any participat-
ing business and enter to win one

of three Great Falls Gift Baskets,
each containing hundreds of dol-
lars in merchandise, gift certifi-
cates and free services exclusively
from local providers. Most partici-
pants will also be offering special
Shop Great Falls incentives and
other limited-time opportunities
during the campaign.

“We felt it was important in
these difficult economic times for
the GFBPA to get out front and
actively promote the individual
small businesses that serve our
community,” said Ralph Lozaro,
GFBPA president. “People are look-

ing for value, now more than ever,
and we wanted to give local busi-
nesses a platform to spotlight the
selection and savings available
right here at home.”

“Even if many residents feel they
already know the local busi-
nesses,” said Lozaro, “we wanted
to give them reason to visit again
and experience anew what their
hometown business community
has to offer.”

For more information, contact
Mark von Keszycki at 571-294-
5972 or visit the GFBPA Web site
at www.greatfallsbpa.com.

Shop Great Falls Campaign Launched
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Local Real Estate Company
Offers Free Loan

Modification Assistance
Dynamic Duo & Associates (DDA), a local Real Estate Firm brokered by
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage in Northern Virginia gives back to the
community by offering FREE Loan Modification assistance and Short Sale
Services to any person in need of assistance. DDA has helped many families to
restructure their loans with their mortgage company. This process can be quite
cumbersome to a consumer who is inexperienced in negotiating with their
mortgage company. Joan Williamson of DDA states “many homeowners just
don’t know what to request from their lender or are not experienced in com-
pleting the lender’s financial documentation to standard. As such many home-
owners find themselves only being denied”. As part of the loan modification
process, DDA will contact your lender and obtain the necessary paperwork to
initiate the loan modification process, review financials and provide recommen-
dation and follow-up with your lender every 72 hours for a response. Consumer
options may include a reduction of the principle balance; re-negotiate interest
rate or a restructure to a fixed loan. DDA will review all options with you to help
you determine the best option for you. Joan adds “we are Loan Modification &
Short Sale specialists and can help you save your home from foreclosure. Some
companies charge a substantial amount of money for loan modifications, but we
offer this service as a free service to homeowners. Donations are optional.”

DDA also specializes in Short Sales. Over 10 million homeowners are upside
down with their mortgages; which means they owe more than their home’s
value. A Short Sale, sometimes referred to as a “pay off” or “short pay”, is a
transaction authorized by the mortgage company / lender in which they agree to
the sale of the home for less than the Seller owes on the mortgage. As a part of
the Short Sale, the Mortgage Company / lender “usually” agrees to write-off /
forgive the balance difference in order to avoid greater losses of their mortgage
loan that a foreclosure would cause. In order for the Seller to be pre-qualified
for a short sale the Seller must be experiencing a financial hardship that meets
the lender’s criteria.

DDA has helped over 69 people in either a Loan Modification or Short Sale.
One of their clients refers to DDA as “Angels sent from GOD”. Over the past 3
years, DDA has managed over 1100 properties and SOLD over 920 properties
in the last 2 years. Recent accolades include Wall Street Journal Top 400 Real
Estate Professionals, Ranked # 19 in June of 2009. DDA also specializes in
Commercial, Luxury Estate, Foreclosures, Investment and Property Management
Services. The team is committed to taking care of all of your real estate needs
with a focus on customer service. Please contact Dynamic Duo & Associates
today at 703-680-9551 or email asharpton@cbmove.com for assistance.

Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

- Complete Design & Build Firm
- Total Additions & Rec. Rooms
- Kitchens & Bathrooms
- New Home Construction
- Over 30 Years Experience
- Class A Licensed & Bonded

Phone & Fax 703-425-8189
homesbymurphy@cox.net

www.homesbymurphy.com

H O M E S  B Y M U R P H Y,  I N C .
Custom Homes  &  Renovations&

News

McLean Firm Wins 2009
Silver Davey Award

Captus Communications, LLC, a McLean-based com-
prehensive health communications firm, was recently
honored with a 2009 Silver Davey Award, bestowed
by the International Academy of the Visual Arts. Cho-
sen from more than 4,000 entries from around the
world, Captus’ award-winning entry — Pharmaceuti-
cal Industry Profile 2009 — was created on behalf of
the Washington, D.C.-based Pharmaceutical Research
and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA).

The Davey Awards, whose name is derived from
the story of David and Goliath, honor the finest cre-
ative work from the best small firms, agencies and
companies worldwide.

“Each year PhRMA asks Captus to develop a unique
look and message for the book,” said Captus Presi-
dent Deborah Mullen. “This year presented an extra
challenge. When the publication was released in the
second quarter, the economy was in the thick of the
recession. Our task was to effectively present the
successes and ongoing investments of PhRMA mem-
ber companies against the backdrop of a challeng-
ing economic environment and the incredibly com-
plex drug discovery process. I am so proud of the
diligent and creative work the Captus team did to
bring the idea to life.”

Profile 2009 is one of PhRMA’s signature publica-
tions. Much like an annual report, it covers such top-
ics as the value of medical innovation for patients
and the economy, ongoing efforts to reduce the bur-
den of chronic disease, the promise and challenges
of ongoing research and development, and corpo-
rate giving. It is one of the most widely used publi-

Captus President Deborah Mullen and
Bob Walters, creative director, hold the
Davey Award.

cations at PhRMA, serving as the go-to resource for
the latest industry information.

The Captus creative team was responsible for the
writing, graphic design, print production, project
management, and editing of the 60-page publication.

Deborah Mullen and her husband Mike Mullen
have lived in Great Falls for 20 years. Their son at-
tends Langley High School and their daughter just
graduated from Langley and is a freshman in the
Honors Program at Virginia Tech.

To learn more about the Davey Awards, visit:
www.daveyawards.com/home/.

Visit Captus online at www.captuscomm.com.
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T
he Margaret Haddad Studio of Classical
Ballet will put on its 18th annual produc
tion of Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker” on
Nov. 28 and 29.

The studio puts on two major productions each
year, but “Nutcracker” is the biggest, with 96 per-
formers this year, including three Russian dancers
and two members of the Richmond Ballet. Aside from
the guest artists, the dancers in
the production range from 5-
years old to four college-age
girls. “They really enjoy coming
back to perform with the
group,” Haddad said.

She said three of the students’ fathers work as the
show’s stage managers, while many of the mothers
help with ironing and altering the costumes, “so it’s
definitely a family, community event.”

The production features more than 700 pieces of
costume, a Christmas tree that grows onstage and
falling snow. While many groups perform abbrevi-
ated versions of the show, the Haddad Studio puts
on the entire ballet each year. Many of the scenes are
huge, with 47 people onstage during the battle scene
and 57 dancers in the opening Christmas Eve party.

The group will perform “The Nutcracker” at the
Madiera School, 8328 Georgetown Pike on Satur-
day, Nov. 28, at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and on Sunday,
Nov. 29, at 4 p.m. Tickets cost $25 for adults, $22

for seniors, $19 for students
and $16 for children under 12.
For tickets, call Margaret
Haddad at 703-759-3366.

— Mike DiCicco

Haddad ballet studio
brings ballet classic back
to Madeira School.

‘Nutcracker’ Comes to Life
The show’s mice line up for a picture.

The dolls surround Clara, played by Alexis Unwalla, and Aleksei Tochilin
as the Nutcracker during the party scene.

Emily Ngau and Aleksey Kudrin are surrounded by lights during the
snow scene.

The group rehearses the snow scene.

Alexis Unwalla
and Aleksei
Tochilin per-
form as Clara
and the Nut-
cracker.

Emily Ngau stands in as the Flower
Queen to Aleksey Kudrin’s Flower
Prince during the rehearsal.
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News

“It’s definitely a family,
community event.”

— Margaret Haddad
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Informational
Lunch

Tuesday,
December 15th

RSVP
703-578-7201

Blinds For Le$$

For Personal Shop At Home Service

Call Ellen Goodman
703-938-8304

Window Coverings

• Duette® Shades
• Silhouette® Shadings
• Country Woods®

• Mini Blinds

• Vertical Blinds
• Pleated Shades
• Luminette®

• Vignette®

Great Savings On Select
Hunter Douglas Products

Save $200
per Luminette® Privacy Sheer

Save $50
per Pirouette®

Window Shadings

Offer valid 9/25/09  - 12/15/09

Save $75
per Silhouette®

Window Shadings

Save $30
per Vignette®

Modern Roman Shades

Shillelagh Travel Club
100 East Street SE, Suite 302 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web-site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials

PUNTA CANA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, JAN.  16-23...........................................................$1099
Includes 7-Nights at the Sirenis Resort & Casino ALL INCLUSIVE! All Meals, All Beverages, All Non-
Motorized Water Sports, Air from BWI(Transfers from Vienna to BWI are available) Transfers, Taxes &
Gratuities

HOLIDAY CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE, Dec. 21 – Jan. 2,....................................................$1460
No Airports – Out and Back to BALTIMORE! Includes All Meals & Entertainment aboard Celebrity’s
“Mercury” for 12 Nights!

MOUNT VERNON CANDLELIGHT TOUR WITH DINNER, Friday, Dec. 4.........................$109
Motorcoach from Vienna or Rockville, Dinner at Cedar Knoll Restaurant Candlelight Tour of Mount
Vernon with Cider & Ginger Cookies. Don’t Miss this Special Event!

Hanif Hassan Moledina, 46, formerly
of Great Falls, pleaded guilty to a fraud
scheme that resulted in illegal gross pro-
ceeds exceeding $16 million.

Neil H. MacBride, United States Attor-
ney for the Eastern District of Virginia,
and Joseph Persichini Jr., assistant di-
rector in charge of the FBI Washington
Field Office, made the announcement
after the plea was accepted by United
States District Judge T.S. Ellis III.

Moledina pled guilty to four counts of
wire fraud, which each carry a maxi-
mum penalty of 20 years in prison. He
will be sentenced on Jan. 29, 2010.

According to a statement of facts filed
with his plea agreement, Moledina was
the majority owner and operator of
Bean East Corporation, a coffee roasting
company located in Luray, Va. Begin-
ning in 2004, Moledina began operating
a Ponzi scheme, borrowing large sums
of money at high rates of interest from
friends and associates and telling them
that he had contracts to purchase coffee
beans from suppliers in Colombia, South
America, and a contract to supply beans
to The Folgers Coffee Company. Over
the next five years, Moledina borrowed
more than $8.3 million from approxi-
mately 26 persons. In fact, no such
contracts existed, and Moledina used
the money for personal expenses as well
as to make interest payments to some of
the borrowers.

In addition, Moledina admitted to
conducting several other fraudulent
ventures during this period. In 2006,
Moledina obtained a $2.3 million mort-
gage on a building in Luray from BB&T,
without disclosing to the bank or the
building’s co-owner that he had moved
tenants from that building into one that
he solely owned. Later, in a successful

effort to sell the second building, he pre-
sented forged tenant leases to the
intended purchaser to create the illusion
that the building had a guaranteed in-
come stream. In the meantime, over a
period of three years, Moledina with-
drew more than $800,000 from a
corporate account set up for the first
building without his co-owner’s knowl-
edge and for purposes unrelated to the
operation or maintenance of the build-
ing.

Moledina also admitted that in Janu-
ary 2007, he drafted and forged
signatures on fictitious leases to assure

a potential purchaser that a building,
which Moledina owned, had a guaran-
teed income stream. The purchaser later
bought the building from Moledina for
$3.4 million.

Finally, in 2007 and 2008, Moledina
admitted that he presented fraudulent
Bean East financial statements to Wash-
ington First Bank in support of three
loans totaling approximately $1.2 mil-
lion.

This case is being investigated by the
FBI’s Washington Field Office and is
being prosecuted by Assistant United
States Attorney Michael E. Rich.

Former Great Falls Resident
Pleads Guilty to $16 Million Fraud Scheme

Seeking
artwork,
photography,
poetry,
opinions, short
stories and
reflections
from local
students.

 E-mail to:
PhotoM@con
nectionnews
papers.com, or
mail or deliver
contributions
by Dec. 4, to
1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA
22314. Please
be sure to
include the
student’s
name, age,
grade, school
and town of
residence
along with
each
submission.
For infor-
mation, call
703-778-9410.

Be a Part
of

CHILDREN’S
(& TEENS’)
CONNECTION
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E
very year, over the winter holidays,
the Connection turns the pages of
one entire issue over to the contri
butions of local students.

We will feature artwork of many kinds, pho-
tography, poetry, opinions, short stories, reflec-
tions and more. Artwork can include paintings,
drawings or any media; photos of sculpture,
ceramics or other works too large to submit
are also encouraged.

We welcome contributions from public
schools, private schools and students who are

home schooled. Past contributions have come
from children from nursery schools through
those preparing to graduate from high
school.

Sometimes an art or English teacher will
assign a project and submit the work of an
entire class, but individual submissions from
any young person in the community are wel-
come.

You can see last year’s Children’s Connec-
tions on our Web site. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com, click on

“print Editions Online” in the red bar and scroll
down to “Children’s Connection.”

We prefer digital submissions, delivered on
CD or via email. Please send in submissions as
soon as possible. Our address is 1606 King St.,
Alexandria, VA  22314. E-mail to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com. Please
be sure to include the name of the artist or
author, and include age, grade, school attended
and name of the home town, along with ad-
dress and phone number to be used for verifi-
cation purposes only.

Children’s Connection

To the Editor:

Open Letter to Our Congressional
Representatives: Senator Mark Warner,
Senator Jim Webb and Representative
Gerry Connolly:

We agree with President
Obama’s assertion to Congress
that “now is the time to deliver on
health care.” Moreover, we
strongly endorse the views ex-
pressed by many reform advo-
cates, such as Dr. Howard Dean,
that “the healthcare reform bill is
not worth passing unless the
American people have the choice
of signing up for a public option
— a real public option.” And last
but not least, we thank you, Mr.
Connolly, for your vote on Satur-
day.

Some detractors argue that a
public option would bring with it
a bloated, inefficient, “big govern-
ment” program, and that our hard-
earned dollars should not be cava-
lierly siphoned into a taxpayer-
funded, perpetual revenue sink
that citizens end up regarding as
their inalienable right. If you have
a visceral reaction against federal
taxes in any amount or for any
purpose, we have no
counterargument to convince you.
But if you are open to a more nu-
anced assessment, we offer the fol-
lowing comments for your consid-
eration as you debate, amend, rec-
oncile, and vote on health care leg-
islation over the next few weeks:

We also don’t like paying taxes,
and take personal offense when
our hard-earned dollars are squan-
dered on special-interest projects
large and small. We are, however,
prepared, indeed enthusiastic, to
pay hard-earned dollars for pro-
grams that benefit the citizenry at
large — tangibly or intangibly,
now or in the future. We under-
stand that the executive depart-
ments, from Commerce to Veter-
ans Affairs, and the independent
agencies must be funded, to ad-
minister and enforce federal laws.
Thus, while we may quibble about
this or that funding decision or

look askance at this or that mis-
sion priority, we shed no tear about
our dollars invested in the likes of
the EPA, FBI, FCC, FDIC, NASA,
NEA, NIH, NOAA, NSF, SSA, etc.,
as well as the GAO that keeps tabs
on them all.

Now, with respect to health care,
we submit that such a nuanced
assessment resoundingly affirms
the need for a true public option.
Would a public option slather a
slippery slope to socialism? Of
course not: one more agency
added to the alphabet soup of
agencies would not transform the
underpinnings of this country. Is
private industry inherently more
cost-efficient than the public sec-
tor? Not at all:  without generat-
ing income over expenses, a cor-
poration ceases to justify its exist-
ence; and a corporate executive’s
compensation dwarfs that of the
civil service counterpart, regard-
less of job description. Moreover,
private industry shoulders ex-
penses for advertising and lobby-
ing that the public sector can
largely avoid. Thus, the health
care industry is currently spend-
ing well over $500,000 of our in-
surance premiums a day to lobby
your colleagues to abandon or di-
lute a public option. Is a public
option redundant to the private
insurance industry? Apparently
not: the private insurance indus-
try fails to enroll over 30 million
citizens of this country. And many
of the insured are denied cover-
age under any of a multitude of
fine-print exemptions and excep-
tions, including lack of portability,
preexisting conditions,
deductibles, notification and
claiming failures, etc. Estimates
for the number of claims denied
varies wildly, from around 20 per-
cent by state agencies and public
advocacy groups, to 2.36 percent
by an insurance industry trade as-
sociation in testimony submitted
to Congress.  In any event, well
over 60 percent of this year’s bank-
ruptcies in the United States stem

from medical bills, even though
over three-quarters of the bank-
rupt had some form of medical
insurance. And this is no wonder:
medical bills following a single
auto collision can cost thousands,
sometimes hundreds of thousands,
of dollars; the cost for treating a
typical breast cancer runs about
$50,000 to $100,000 or more. This
is not the sort of money that ordi-
nary folks can set aside for a rainy
day.

Thus, a respectable public op-
tion strikes us in many ways as
analogous to our National Park
Service. Just as we can choose
between the Everglades and
Disneyland for our Florida-vaca-
tion, we should be able to choose
between a public option and pri-
vate insurance for covering our
health-care needs. Some of us
can’t afford Disneyland, and are
happy to have “nationalized rec-
reation” as a fallback. Others of us
are simply put off by the rampant
commercialism of the private sec-
tor and prefer the public, un-
adorned approach.

Like Great Falls, Gettysburg and
the Grand Canyon, a public health
insurance option would cost us
some of our hard-earned dollars.
But at Great Falls, Gettysburg and
the Grand Canyon, we are amazed
at how much our park rangers do
with so little funding, and wish
that more of our tax dollars were
channeled in their direction. Our
biggest fear regarding a public
option would be chronic
underfunding rather than rampant
waste and abuse.

And finally, we note that our
national parks are a source of na-
tional pride and actually weave
into the fabric that defines us as
Americans. That fabric would be
stronger and even more precious
with the added thread of a na-
tional healthcare option.

George, Christine and
Karin Lehnigk

Oakton

Letters to the Editor

Making a Case For Public Option Don’t Stop
Thinking
About Tomorrow
To the Editor:

Please forgive the line lifted
from the Fleetwood Mac song. But
it’s oh, so true.

Americans cannot stop thinking
about the impact that enacting true
healthcare reform will have upon
our generations to come. Despite the
doomsday prophecy fodder that the
ultra-conservative, ultra-right wing
is pushing, the reality of this legis-
lation would simply be twofold: ac-
countability mandated for the huge
insurance companies and a cost-ef-
fective public solution for the 50
million plus citizens and permanent
residents without healthcare.

That’s it.
Let’s revisit those lies again,

shall we?
No, undocumented workers/il-

legal aliens would not be given
access to this public program.

No, small businesses would not
suffer from the public program.
They are already paying through
the nose for expensive private
health insurance.

No, America will not become a
socialist state because we do what
every other country (count’em,
every single one) in the develop-
ing world did decades ago — in-
vest in the long-term health of
their most prized possession, their
human capital.

Why do you think medicine here
costs a grossly more amount than
in Canada or Cuba? Somebody’s
getting very, very rich, and it’s not
you or me. Or at least not me.

There’s nothing unethical about
stopping private insurers from de-
nying care and discriminating
against small groups based on an
individual’s health status, gender
or age. There is something sickly,
though, about leaving a fellow
American to die because of money.

Parvez Khan
Herndon
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CravensNursery.com

Major credit cards accepted

SINCE 1973

Open 9-5, 7 days a week

SALE 97¢PANSIES
REG. $1.89

25% TO 75%
OFF ALL Trees & Shrubs

3 CU. FT. Bag $299

PATIOS, WALLS,
WALKWAYS,

PAVER DRIVEWAYS,
TIMBER WALLS &
SO MUCH MORE

DRAINAGE
Concrete

Stone Masons
Brick Layers

Bulk Mulch
$1999 

Reg $2999 cu yd

Landscape &
Hardscape Estimates

ALL POTTERY 60–80% OFF

WHAT A STEAL!
80% Off

Reg. $49.99 Reg. $34.99 Reg. $19.99
Now $9.99 Now $6.99 Now $3.99

Reg. $39.99 Reg. $22.99 Reg. $14.99
Now $7.99 Now $4.59 Now $2.99

COUPON NEEDED

POTS POTS

FREE

Our
Best

Prices
of this

Century

Off-Season Pricing

SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH

New Truckload TALAVERA

25%
OFF
BONSAI,
ORCHIDS

CACTI
PERENNIALS

Magnolias, Hollies,
Birch, Japanese

Maples,
Crape Myrtles

50% OFF
(Selected)

SUPER
SPECIALS

Hand Painted Mexican Pottery

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community. Send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

St. John’s Episcopal Church in
McLean will hold a Thanksgiving Day
service of Holy Eucharist on Nov. 26 at
10 a.m. The Thanksgiving Offering will
support SHARE, a non-profit organiza-
tion founded in 1969 to meet emergency
needs in McLean, Great Falls, Pimmit
Hills, and surrounding areas. All are
welcome. St. John’s Church is located in
McLean at 6715 Georgetown Pike. For
more information, call 703-356-4902, or
visit www.stjohnsmclean.org.

HAVEN of Northern Virginia of-
fers a variety of free bereavement
support groups, meeting on a weekly
basis. Contact 703-941-7000 or
www.havenofnova.org for schedules
and registration information.

The Jewish Social Services
Agency (JSSA) offers a variety of sup-
port groups for those with emotional,
social, and physical challenges. Contact
Gary Axelrod, 301-610-8309 or
gaxelrod@jssa.org, or www.jssa.org.

Vienna Baptist Church,  541
Marshall Road, Vienna, is celebrating
the 400th birthday of Baptists. Sunday
service is at 11 a.m.; Sunday Bible
Study, 9:30 a.m. 703-281-4400 or
www.vbc-va.org.

St. Francis Episcopal Church in
Great Falls, 9220 Georgetown Pike in Great
Falls. Services are at 7:45 a.m., 9 a.m., and
11 a.m. Sunday School classes and an adult
forum series are at 10:15 a.m. 703-759-
2082 or www.stfrancisgreatfalls.org. Fall
events include:

❖  Voice recital at 7 p.m. on Sept. 20,
with music from the British Isles.

❖  Choral Evensong for All Saints,
7:30 p.m. on Nov. 1.

❖  Country Fair, Saturday, Oct. 3, 10
a.m.-4 p.m.

❖  Blessing of the Animals, Sunday,
Oct. 4 at the 9 a.m. service.

McLean Bible Church Fitness
Class at Body & Soul fitness. Balance is
key, energy is renewed, strength is
gained, and friendships are formed. Mon-
days 9:15 a.m. and Fridays 9:45 a.m.
Childcare is free for registered students.
E-mail bodyandsoul@mcleanbible.org
for more information.

Vajrayogini Buddhist Center of-
fers ongoing classes on meditation and
Buddhist philosophy, Mondays at 7 p.m.
at Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. $10 per class. 202-331-
2122 or www.meditation-dc.org.

Great Falls United Methodist
Church at 10100 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. 703-759-3705 offers “All
Things New,” an ecumenical worship
service, every Wednesday at 6 p.m.
Based on the Beatitudes of Jesus, for
people affected by anger, fear, stress,
dealing with rejection, credit abuse,
drug/alcohol abuse, physical/sexual
addiction or eating disorders.

A Centering Prayer Group meets
Fridays, 9:30 a.m. at Andrew Chapel
United Methodist Church, 1301 Trap Road,
Vienna. The hour includes a brief reading
related to Centering Prayer, followed by a
20-minute prayer period. E-mail Martha
Thomas at mmthomas211@hotmail.com
or call the church at 703-759-3509.

Vienna Assembly of God has a
ministry to children on Wednesdays, 7-
8 p.m. at the corner of Center N and Ayr
Hill Avenue, N.E. Children’s Church on
Sundays also available. 703-938-7736
or www.ViennaAG.com.

Faith
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Saturday Hours Available at Regular Rates
(703) 450-9600  •  www.DavesAir.com

201 Davis Drive, Suite GG
Sterling, VA 20164

See Calendar,  Page 15

Calendar

Send announcements to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday for
the following week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/NOV. 19
Daughtry. 7 p.m. at The George Mason University

Patriot Center 4500 Patriot Circle, Fairfax.
Tickets are $42.50 and $32.50, available
through all Ticketmaster outlets, online at
www.ticketmaster.com or via Phonecharge at
703-573-SEAT. www.daughtryofficial.com or
www.patriotcenter.com. 703-993-3000.

The GMU Players present Jessica Blank and
Erik Jensen’s “The Exonerated.” 8 p.m. at
George Mason University’s Black Box Theater.
$6, $3 students and seniors. 703-993-8888.

Workshop Jazz Band Concert. 8 p.m. at the
George Mason University Harris Theater, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Free. 888-945-2468 or
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Radio Astronomy: More Than Meets the
Eye. 7 p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. With Professor
Harold Geller, George Mason University. Adults.
703-757-8560.

Joe Purdy and Julie Peel. 8 p.m. Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12. 703-255-1566
or jamminjava.com.

Our Daily Bread 25th Anniversary
Celebration. 7-9 p.m. at the Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive. Fairfax. Business casual.
Light appetizers, cake, wine tasting provided by
The Wine House. Children’s activities for age 5
and up. Donations welcome. 703-273-8829 or
info@ODBfairfax.org. www.our-daily-bread.org.

Robbie Schaefer and Lucy Wainwright
Roche. 8 p.m. at the Barns at Wolftrap Center
for the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap Road,
Vienna. $18. Wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/NOV. 20
Aquila Theatre Company Presents “As You

Like It.” 8 p.m. at George Mason University
Center for the Arts, 4400 University Drive,

Fairfax. Tickets $17-$34. Charge by phone at
888-945-2468. www.patriotcenter.com.

The GMU Players present Jessica Blank and
Erik Jensen’s “The Exonerated.” 8 p.m. at
George Mason University’s Black Box Theater.
$6, $3 students and seniors. 703-993-8888.

Charity Citrus Fruit Sale.  Seedless Grapefruit,
Navel Oranges, and Sunburst Tangerines fresh
from Florida via American Legion Post 270,
1355 Balls Hill Road, McLean.  Fruit available
on Friday, Nov. 20, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m, and
Saturday, Nov. 21, 8 a.m. to 12 noon.  Proceeds
support local community youth, patriotic
activities, and veteran needs.  Pure Maple Syrup

Iona performs on Sunday, Nov. 22,
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. at The Old
Brogue Irish Pub, 760-C Walker
Road, Great Falls. Reservations
required. $15. 703-759-3309 or
www.IonaMusic.com.
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Holiday Savings For You & Your Pet
At Seneca Hill Posh Paws Boutique

25% OFF ALL POSH PAWS

PURCHASES

COUPON EXPIRES 12/28/09 Must present coupon at time of purchase.

Seneca Hill Animal Hospital, Resort & Spa
11415 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

Corner of Leesburg and Georgetown Pikes
703.450.6760  www.senecahillvet.com

Take a Tour of Our Hospital & Resort and get a COMPLIMENTARY “Angel’s Wing” Holiday Collar

SOME EXCITING ITEMS ON SALE
• Bowser Beds
• Zuke’s Treats
• Pet Stop Raised Diners
• Melia Handcrafted Bowls
• Up Country
  Collars & Leads
• Greenies

• Down Winter Jackets
• Fleece Coats
• Sweaters
• Tons of Holiday Toys
• Holiday Stockings
• Furminators
• All Cat Toys & Treats

• Pawsitively Gourmet Treats
• All Free Range Treats
• Hundreds of Plush Toys
• Premier Toys
• Planet Dog
• Petmate Kennel Cabs
• Sherpa Airline Bags

Picture Day with Santa
Saturday, December 5, 2009

8 am to 2 pm
Photos by Paws & Claws Photography

One 5x7 for $15.00
Two 5x7 for $25.00

A portion of the proceeds is donated to local rescue groups.

Life Is Good® T-Shirts, Bowls, Collars and Leashes
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Community Events:
• Saturday, November 21 –
Great Falls Farmers Market
9:00 A.M.- 1:00 P.M., Great
Falls Village Center; Final Day

GFBPA Activities:
• GFBPA Breakfast –
Wednesday, November 18
• GFBPA Holiday Party –
Wednesday, December 16
6:30-10:30 P.M., home of
Ralph Lazaro
• GFBPA Breakfast –
Wednesday, January 20
7:30–9:00 A.M., location TBD

Great Falls Business & Professional Association

Here’s What’s Happening
ABOUT TOWN

Paid Advertisement Paid Advertisement

Brought
to you by State Farm Insurance

IN GREAT FALLS

731-C WALKER RD. • GREAT FALLS, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
HEALTH • FINANCIAL SERVICES

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.comGreat Falls
Farmers Market

Member’s Events:
• November 27 thru
December 16 – Toys for Tots
Great Falls Center
(www.shopgreatfallscenter.com)

• Saturday, November 28 –
Carriage Rides with Santa
1:00 P.M.-3:00 P.M.,
Great Falls Center
(www.shopgreatfallscenter.com)

Tell us what’s going on with your business and see it listed here. Email Michael Vandergrift (MVandergrift@WashingtonFirstBank.com) or Mark von Keszycki (markvonk@neweyesconsulting.com) with your info.

• Friday, December 4 –
18th
Annual
Tree
Lighting
6:00 A.M.-
8:00 P.M.,
Great Falls
Village
Center

’Tis the Season to’Tis the Season to
Think Locally, Act Locally and Shop Great Falls!
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Shop any of the participating businesses below, enter to win one of three
Great Falls Gift Baskets valued at hundreds of dollars each, and ask about
special limited-time Shop Great Falls opportunities.
Math School of Great Falls

Hill Signature Portraits
myNeighborsNetwork

La Petite Spa
Office Express

Great Dogs
The Saddlery

State Farm Insurance Companies
G. Stephen Dulaney, Agent

Cathy’s Corner
Adeler Jewelers
Maison du Vin

WashingtonFirst Bank
Legenter, LLC

Brix American Bistro

Turner Framing
Peking Delight

Great Falls Eyecare
Humble Monkey Gourmet

Beloved Yoga
Women Helping Women With Finances

Danté Ristorante
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1480 North Point Village Center Drive • Reston, VA
(703) 733-3860
honeybakedham.com

®

RESTON’S PREMIERE
SPECIALTY STORE

RESTON’S PREMIERE
SPECIALTY STORE

RESTON’S PREMIERE
SPECIALTY STORE

Offer expires 12/31/09. Must present coupon at time of
purchase to receive offer. May not be combined with any

other offer. One coupon per person per visit at participating
retail store locations. While supplies last.

Any Size Bone-In Half Ham

$7 OFF
Offer expires 12/31/09. Must present coupon at time of

purchase to receive offer. May not be combined with any
other offer. One coupon per person per visit at participating

retail store locations. While supplies last.

$1999

Turkey Breast
with the purchase of a Ham

Celebrate Thanksgiving

By Jenna Pugrant

The Connection

I
f the idea of battling the
crowd at the neighboring
mall doe not look that at
tractive this holiday shop-

ping season and you’d rather not
battle the traffic on Route
7, plenty of gifts and knick-
knacks are available right in
town.

One place to start gift
shopping is Cathy’s Corner, a store
filled with small gifts, stationary
and jewelry, located in the center
of town. Some of the items for the
holiday season include beaded
clutches and handbags, ranging
from $60-$80 that will spruce up
any casual or formal outfit. In ad-

dition to the entire wall filled with
Vera Bradley merchandise, an-
other item from Cathy’s Corner,
which storeowner Cathy Moran
calls her “best sellers,” are the vari-
ous duffel and garment bags in
different patterns that would work
as a gift for any age. To add a per-

sonalized touch, many
items at Cathy’s Corner can
be monogrammed with
names or initials.

Looking for gifts that add
to the festive cheer of the winter
months? Head across the street to
Bedheader’s Home, a furniture
and accessory store located across
the parking lot from the Great Falls
Tavern. Bedheader’s Home, owned
by Joan Barmat, just unloaded its
stock for the holiday season.

Great Choices in Great Falls
Variety of gifts on offer in local stores.

Among the items featured
at Cathy’s Corner in the
village center are various
duffel and garment bag
combos, available in a wide
range of patterns and
colors. Monogramming is
also available to add a
personalized touch to the
gifts. Duffel bags start at
$23 and garment bags start
at $25.

Bedheader’s Home features
a sampling of holiday hand
towels and cocktail nap-
kins, as well as seasonal
cooking aprons. Hand
towels start at $10.50,
cocktail napkins are $21,
and the ‘Cookie Queen’
apron is $36.

The Saddlery in downtown
Great Falls has holiday gifts
in stock, such as ‘Monty’
the dog and Christmas tree,
that sing Christmas tunes
and move when you press
their buttons. The singing
toys start at $25.

Those looking for a gift for
a furry friend, can check
the Great Dogs in the
village center. Great Dogs
has holiday-themed dog
toys ($11 each) and plush
beds for dogs of all sizes,
starting at $109.

For an untraditional type of gift, give a young athlete or
fitness-enthusiast a gift to Max Youth Performance &
Fitness off of Walker Road in Great Falls. Membership
starts at $29/month with the additional charge for ses-
sions. Personal training for all ages also available for
$69/session.

Maison et Jardin, Ltd.
offers a variety of tradi-
tional holiday gifts.

Traditional
Holiday Gifts

Maison et Jardin, Ltd. at 9867
Georgetown Pike offers a variety
of traditional holiday gifts, in-
cluding Christopher Rodko
Ornaments, garlands, wreaths,
candles, ribbon, decorations and
GKI lighted trees.

Photos by Jenna Pugrant/The Connection

Holiday

Gifts

See Holiday Gifts,  Page 16



Great Falls Connection  ❖  November 18-24, 2009  ❖  15www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Cosponsored by:
Friends of McLean
Community Center

The McLean
Community Center
1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean, VA 22101

703-790-0123/TTY: 711
www.mcleancenter.org/

special-events

From Page 10

Calendar

will also be available.  Call 703-356-
8259 for additional details.

An Evening of Wine, Art &
Chocolate to Benefit the Great
Falls School of Art. 7:30—10 p.m.
at 1144 Walker Road, Suites D & G,
Great Falls. Silent art auction, wine
tasting, professional chocolatier, wine
and chocolate pairings and more.
www.greatfallsfoundationforarts.org.

Vienna Arts Society’s 40th Annual
Arts Show & Sale. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
in the Vienna Community Center,
120 Cherry Street, Vienna. Music by
the Serenata Quartet. Free and open
to the public. 703- 319-3971 or
www.viennaartssociety.org.

Grant Lee Phillips and Winterpills.
7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $18. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Passafire and MOJO. 10 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10 advance/ $13 day of
show. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Jean-Luc Ponty and Clara Ponty. 8
p.m. at the Barns at Wolftrap Center
for the Performing Arts, 1624 Trap
Road, Vienna. $35. Wolftrap.org.

Jason Killian Meath signs
Hollywood on the Potomac. 8
p.m. at Barnes & Noble, 7851 L
Tysons Corner Center, McLean. 703-
506-6756.

Dancing under the Stars. 8-11 p.m.
at the McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. $25 per
couple, $15 per person for district
residents and $25 per person for all
others. Free dance instruction at 7
p.m. Music by The Hot Society of
Washington. Appetizers served; wine
available for purchase. 703-790-
0123, TTY 711 or
www.mcleancenter.org.

Meet Me in St. Louis. 7 p.m. at the
Thomas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology Theater,
6560 Braddock Road, Alexandria.
$10. TJ.TheatreBoosters@gmail.com.

SATURDAY/NOV. 21
Masterworks 3 Fairfax Symphony

Orchestra with Chu-Fang
Huang, piano. 8 p.m. at George
Mason University’s Center for the
Arts, 4373 Mason Pond Drive,
Fairfax. Falla’s The Three-Cornered
Hat, Suites 1 and 2, Gershwin’s
Rhapsody in Blue, Ravel’s Piano
Concerto in G, and Ginastera’s
Estancia. 7 p.m. pre-concert lecture,
free to ticketed patrons. 1-888-945-
2468 or Tickets.com

The GMU Players present Jessica
Blank and Erik Jensen’s “The
Exonerated.” 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. at
George Mason University’s Black Box
Theater. $6, $3 students and seniors.
703-993-8888.

Nation Coalition of Black Women
25th Anniversary Luncheon. 12
p.m. at the McLean Hilton in Tysons
Corner. Speaker will be Joe Madison
of WOL-AM. Music by David Cole &
Main Street Blues. $70 per person.
703-920-1626 or
tshirleyanderson@yahoo.com.

GMU Saxophone Ensemble. 3 p.m.
at the George Mason University
Harris Theater, 4400 University
Drive, Fairfax. Free. 888-945-2468 or
www.gmu.edu/cfa.

The Jewish Community Center of
Northern Virginia’s 29th Annual
Fall Gala. 7:30 p.m. at Westfields
Marriott, 14750 Conference Center
Drive, Chantilly. Casino night, art
auction, dancing and entertainment,
dinner buffet stations, desserts and
open bar. Tickets start at $180 per
individual/$360 per couple,
sponsorships begin at $550. Proceeds
benefit the JCCNV’s Special Needs
program. www.jccnv.org or Sara
Moore, 703-537-3024 or
SaraM@jccnv.org.

Robbie Fulks. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java,

227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12
advance/ $15 day of show. 703-255-
1566 or jamminjava.com.

Drumfish. 10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $10 advance/
$13 day of show. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

Meet Me in St. Louis. 7 p.m. at the
Thomas Jefferson High School for
Science and Technology Theater,
6560 Braddock Road, Alexandria.
$10. TJ.TheatreBoosters@gmail.com.

SUNDAY /NOV. 22
Young Soloists Recital. 3 p.m. at the

Alden Theatre in the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. 703-790-0123.

Amadeus Concerts, A. Scott Wood
conducting, presents Amadeus
Virtuosi, along with the Domingo-
Cafritz Young Artists singers from the
Washington National Opera. 4 p.m.
at St. Francis Episcopal Church, 9220
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. Works
by Czech composers Dvorak and
Janacek, plus opera arias by Mozart.
$25, age 17 and under free.
www.amadeusconcerts.com or 703-
759-5334.

Iona. 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. at The Old
Brogue Irish Pub, 760-C Walker
Road, Great Falls. Reservations
required. $15. 703-759-3309 or
www.IonaMusic.com.

See Calendar,  Page 22
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Dear Great Falls:
Welcome to our 19th annual Tree Lighting celebration.  Mark your calendars, the event will
begin at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, December 4th.  As always there will be holiday fun for the whole
family.
 For the children, we will have a petting zoo and pony rides (provided by Old Mine Ranch) that
will begin at 7:00 p.m. immediately after the tree lighting ceremony. Of course, Santa and
Mrs.Claus will grace us with their presence at 6:30 p.m. Children who visit with Santa will
receive an old-fashioned sleigh bell courtesy of Tricks of the Trade. Jenny Berman from Ashton
Imaging will be taking photos of children with Santa as scrapbook and photo album keepsakes.
 We also have the live presentation of Christ’s birth at 7:45p.m. to remind us all what Christmas
is really about. Beautiful Christmas music will be sung by The Langley Madrigal Singers and
Christ the King Choir throughout the evening. Teel Construction will provide hot cider.
 For the adults, the Great Falls Village Centre will host our annual Holiday Shopping Open
House from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Each year, these one-of-a-kind shops open their doors to
shoppers with Christmas treats, cookies, hot chocolate, and/or coupons to make your holiday
shopping easier and more enjoyable.  So if you do not like the crowds or the long drive to the
big shopping centers, shop local and enjoy a calm, relaxing Christmas shopping experience.
 In closing, on behalf of the entire Great Falls Village Centre, I would like to thank all of those
who participate in keeping this special tradition going year after year.
 Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to all,

The Great Falls Village Centre
gfvcca@aol.com o 703-759-2485

You and Your Family Are Invited!
Friday, December 4,

2009, 6-8 p.m. to
the 19th Annual

Great Falls
Village Centre

Christmas Tree Lighting
Festivities will be held behind the

Post Office, near the Big Christmas Tree!
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.:

Holiday Shopping & Open House
6-7 p.m.: Christmas Carolers
6:30 p.m.: Santa  arrives with
Mrs. Claus to Light the Tree
7:30 p.m.: Live  presentation

of Nativity Setting

From Page 14

Christmas-themed handtowels
and cocktail napkins line the store,
along with holiday aprons for any
baking-enthusiast.

The Saddlery off of Walker
Road, a store primarily for horse
products and clothing, offers
choice for those who are not nec-
essarily horse enthusiasts. “You
don’t have to be a horse person to
shop here,” said The Saddlery’s
Flor Dougherty. The Saddlery also
sells various holiday gifts that
would decorate a house, such as
“Monty” the singing dog. Press

Monty’s paw and he breaks out
into holiday song, complete with
mechanical dancing ears choreo-
graphed to music. The Monty dog
is selling for $35.99.

Those looking to get in better
shape in the New Year can con-
sider Max Youth Performance and
Fitness off of Walker Road. The
business offers advanced training
with the help of Doug Vasiliadis,
the founder of the program. Stu-
dents 8 to 18 can improve their
athleticism through the Max fit-
ness program with a membership
fee of $29 per month, plus the cost
of additional sessions. Children

are placed according to age group
and ability. Max Performance and
Fitness is also available for per-
sonal training sessions for all ages
for $69 per session.

Great Dogs in the Village Cen-
ter offer a holiday gift for a favor-
ite cat or dog. Soft, plush beds for
dogs of all sizes start at $109, as
well as a fleece coats for dogs of
all sizes starting just under $25.
Need a more holiday-inspired gift
for your dog? Pick up Christmas
and holiday inspired chew toys in
the shape of candy canes, snow-
balls, and gingerbread men, all
approximately $11 each.

Holiday Gifts

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

THURSDAY/NOV. 19
Lewinsville Road and Spring Hill

RECenter Information Meeting.
7 p.m. at Spring Hill Elementary
School, 8201 Lewinsville Road,
McLean. Supervisor Foust has
requested that Fairfax County Park
Authority and Fairfax County
Department of Transportation conduct
a community meeting to present their
revised plans for a proposed median
design along Lewinsville Road and a
new entrance to Spring Hill RECenter.
The revised plans are in response to
input received from residents. Contact

Cheryl Patten at 703-356-0551, TTY
711 or  dranesville@fairfaxcounty.gov

Vienna Tysons Regional Chamber
of Commerce Board Election
Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. at
Maggiano’s Little Italy, 2001
International Drive, McLean. With
speaker Sally Strackbein, on
Strategic Bragging: Speak Out or
Miss Out! Members $40, non-
members $50. 703-281-1333 or
www.vtrcc.org.

MONDAY/NOV. 23
McLean & Great Falls Celebrate

Virginia. 5:30 p.m. at the McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. The group is planning
an event, for June 26, 2010,
commemorating the 100th

anniversary of the beginning of
McLean. Contact Carole Herrick at
703-356-8223.

Providence District Council will
have Board of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova and staff from VDOT
and the Virginia Megaprojects Team
speak to the community regarding
road maintenance issues and the
status of the Northern Virginia
“Megaprojects”: I-495 HOT Lanes, I-
66/I-495 Interchange and Metro Rail
“Silver Line”. The meeting will be
held at the Dunn Loring Center, 2334
Gallows Road, at 7:15 p.m. in
Training Room 1 (enter through door
#2). This meeting is free and open to
the public. For more information,
contact Denise Rodgers, 703-698-
7852 or email
PDCouncilChr@yahoo.com.

Bulletin Board
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

PINNACLE SERVICES,
Inc.

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

FREE EST

• LEAF REMOVAL
• GUTTER

CLEANING

GUTTER GUTTER

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

I would have thought – or expected, that
after nearly eight months since I received my
cancer diagnosis and six months since I’ve
been column-writing my thoughts on the
subject, that I would (perhaps even, should)
be able to actually talk about it. And in talk
about it, I mean, actually say the word cancer
out loud in response to a friendly inquiry
about my appearance, my hair (or lack
thereof), my water-drinking, my diet, my
work schedule, etc. But I can’t, apparently, at
least not without a lot of stammering and
stuttering, and hemming and hawing,
anyway.

And here I thought I was so well-adjusted,
so comfortable in my cancer-affected skin;
Mr. Positive, Mr. What-A-Great-Attitude, Mr.
I-Can-Handle-This, that a simple question
asking the obvious wouldn’t illicit such a ver-
bal vacuum. I know silence is supposed to be
golden, but this silence seems so awkward,
so inappropriate, sort of, that I find myself
trying, occasionally, to avoid the conversa-
tion/situation altogether. Sometimes it feels
better to be simply left alone with my own
unspoken thoughts rather than struggling to
express them in public to a sincerely inter-
ested person but one who is not, quite
frankly, someone who my life is not depend-
ent upon (the kindness of others
notwithstanding).

And not that my life is dependent upon
anyone right now, thank God! And not that
cancer patients in general, or anyone with
serious medical issues, are not dependent in
some way on said kindness and queries  –
and prayers of others, because I’ve certainly
come to realize that we are. Moreover, it’s
not that I’m a private person fearful of the
invasion of that privacy. Hardly. I’m comfort-
able writing about it (obviously) and comfort-
able having people know about it. But in the
past few weeks, social situations have pre-
sented themselves that have made it clear
that I’m not nearly as comfortable talking
about it as my writing would have lead me to
believe.

I don’t think I’m in denial; I think I’m in
reality. Heck, when they stick a needle in
your arm every three weeks for chemother-
apy and every week for lab work, there’s not
a minute (make that second) that goes by
when you’re not keenly aware that you’re
“Not in Kansas anymore,” unless of course,
you’re a cancer patient who actually lives in
Kansas. I know exactly where I am, what I’m
doing and more importantly, why I’m doing
it. I don’t know the outcome, yet. However,
if I were to guess as to why my words are
more easily written than they are spoken, I
would bet that not knowing my future may
be the cause of some of the verbal problems
I’m having in the present.

It’s that uncertainty that ties my tongue, I
believe. And in recounting various conversa-
tions I’ve had with my oncologist, my oncol-
ogy nurse and miscellaneous other health
care professionals with whom I interact (and
who know my diagnosis), my prognosis is so
interdependent on variables impossible even
to predict and/or anticipate that receiving a
definitive assessment/scenario/future summa-
rizing them and in turn comforting me, is
unrealistic, apparently.

Therefore, when I ask the existential ques-
tion, “What does it all mean, doctor?” the
answer I usually receive is unsatisfactory. But
at least I’m alive to ask it (and to hear the
answer, too).

For a stage IV lung cancer patient that may
be as good as it gets.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

A Big Shot
I’m Not
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Accountant
Provide management support in the ap-
plication of accounting principles, con-
cepts, regulations and practices general-
ly accepted in USA. Analyze and review 
financial data provided by our clients; 
Analyze and review accounting require-
ments to provide recommendations to 
management; Perform various account-
ing functions and other related tasks. 40 
hours/week/Monday-Friday/Education 
– Bachelor’s degree in Accounting/com-
petitive salary/2 years experience/Veri-
fiable character references/Please fax to 
Reitberger, Pollekoff, & Kozak, PC at 
703-506-9707. Job in Vienna, Va

DENTAL ASSISTANT
P/T.  Fairfax dental specialty (restora-
tive) practice seeking Dental Assistant 
with good people skills.  Must be friend-
ly, motivated and well organized.  Exp 
pref’d but willing to train.  Fax resume: 
703-645-8002 or call: 703-645-8001

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

Gift Officer-Major Gifts
For Flint Hill School, an independent, 
JK-12 school  in  Vienna, Va. Responsi-
bilities include working with a portfolio 
of donors to increase both annual and 
capital   giving.   Must   demonstrate  a 
track record of building donor relation-
ships. Required: BA/BS degree; 5-7 
years fundraising exp; fluency with tech-
nology; strong communication and or-
ganizational skills. Independent school 
fundraising exp. preferred. This individ-
ual will join a dynamic Advancement 
team in a highly collaborative work envi-
ronment.    Please   email   cover   letter  
and resume to: bmontagne@flinthill.org 

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

Insurance Home Surveyor
Perform fieldwork & computer reporting 
for a national industry leader. No exp. 
Paid training. Performance based pay, 

on average, $15/hr.  PT.  Apply at 
www.muellerreports.com.

NANNY / HOUSEKEEPER
Looking for F/T, live-out nanny/housekeeper 
in McLean area.  Must have valid driver’s li-
cense and work permit.  Pls call 703-627-
0207 or email: jyothsna_char@yahoo.com

NURSE - RN/LPN
FOR IM/GI IN MCLEAN. 
FLEXIBLE HOURS. CALL 

703-629-3969

PEDIATRIC RN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric prac-
tice in Alexandria & Fairfax has immediate 
openings for PT positions. Ideal for nurses 
returning   to  the   workforce.   Competitive 
salary  with  benefits.  Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to 703/914-5494 or
call Sharon at 703/914-8989, ext. 107.

Immediate Openings! PT/FT.
Temp/perm. Cust. Sales/Service. Ideal
for students/others. Flex. schedules.

All ages 18+. Conditions Apply.

703-359-7600

HOLIDAY
HELP

$17.00 Base-Appt.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

Internships Available
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available in
reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults consid-
ering change of career. Unpaid. Email
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com
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RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Complete Home Improvement
and Handyman

2nd Story additions to Decks
Since 1998

703-867-0119
Class A

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

Finish your basement now!
✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est. 37 yrs exp.  Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•No Payments for one year
•No Interest Same as Cash

Qualified Customers Only
•Free Consultation

703-887-1360

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
Home Improvements

Largest Company in Northern Virginia

Lowest Prices of the Season

Christmas Décor Installers
Call today for a free estimate

703-433-2739
or contact us on the web at

Perfectlandscapes.com

LEAF CLEAN UP & REMOVAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Prompt Reliable Service
Seasonal plantings & garden

maintenance to suite your
personal taste

Stacey 703-242-2421
Lic & Ins

Flower Garden Delight
Est 1995

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

RBV Decorators
Painting & Wallcovering Specialists
Interior - Exterior - Since 1970

Drywall Repair - Wallpaper Removal
Power Washing - Deck Sealing

All Work Guaranteed - Good References
Licensed & Insured - Very Reasonable Prices
703-425-2329 - 703-314-6930

10% discount
with this ad

.................................................

EXPERT
LEAF REMOVAL, FIREWOOD

AT AFFORDABLE FEES

 Licensed HES Co. LLC. Insured

703-203-8853
Ask About Going Green!

Mulch, Gutter, Landscape

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

ELECTRICAL

DISCOUNT ELECTRIC
Nov/Dec Discount

$48/HR.
✓Free Estimates ✓Licensed
✓Bonded ✓Insured

703-978-2813
Cell 703-851-8091

I.A. Electric
3 0 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 4 4

Insured and Bonded

BEST RATES in
Montgomery County!

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

ELECTRICAL HAULING HAULING

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application to construct a cellular tele-
communications tower at 2666 Military Road, Arlington, Arling-
ton County, Virginia 22207. AT&T is publishing this notice in 
accordance with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 et seq, the 
National Environmental Policy Act and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project referenced as 
“Covenant Church” will consist of the replacement an existing 
OMNI antenna and mount with a new OMNI antenna and 
mount at a height of 38 feet RAD center. In addition, the instal-
lation of two diplexers, two topside jumpers, one 850R XIAT, 
two jumpers from COAX to duplexers, jumpers from RXAIT to 
BTS are proposed in the existing equipment shelter on the 
ground level. Parties interested in submitting comments or 
questions regarding any potential effects of the proposed facili-
ty on Historic Properties may do so in writing by contacting 
Carolyn Mitchell, AT&T, at 7150 Standard Drive, Hanover, 
Maryland 21076 or c/o michael.wolf@atcassociates.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Notice of Initiation of the Section 106 Process: 
Public Participation

Clearwire Wireless Broadband, an FCC-licensed wireless pro-
vider in the State of Virginia, is proposing the collocation of 
wireless antennas on an existing building rooftop at 200 N. 
Glebe Road, Arlington, Arlington County, Virginia 22203. The 
proposed development will include a 10’ x 10’ lease area for 
equipment. Members of the public interested in submitting 
comments on the possible effects of the proposed project on 
historic properties included in or eligible for inclusion in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places may send their comments to 
Alex Bos, Rescom Environmental Corp., P.O. Box 6225, Tra-
verse City, MI 49696 or call 1.231.947.4454. Project Refer-
ence #: 0909042

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

PUBLIC NOTICE

AT&T intends to submit a Section 106 submission for a pro-
posed 85 foot tree pole to be located at 9950 Colvin Run Rd. in 
Great Falls, Fairfax Co., VA. AT&T is publishing this notice in 
accordance with federal regulation 37CFR 1.1307, the NEPA 
and the ACHP 36 CFR 800. Twelve antennas will be top-
mounted to the pole, and an equipment shelter will placed with-
in a proposed 20 foot x 30 foot equipment compound. Parties 
interested in submitting comments or questions regarding any 
potential effects of the proposed activity on Historic Properties 
may do so by contacting Carolyn Mitchell, (AT&T) at 7150 
Standard Dr. Hanover, MD 21076, 410.712.7544 or 
CM2431@att.com.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

FOR SALE
John Deere LX178 Lawn Tractor,  
38-inch deck, Kohler water-cooled 

engine, good tires, new battery.  
$350 

703-757-6506 or Fgaibler@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

When spider
webs unite, they
can tie up a lion.
-Ethiopian Proverb
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News

From Page 3

budget accordingly, and state funding has
decreased. Strauss said the schools were ex-
pecting a $28 million decrease in state fund-
ing next year but had heard that more might
be cut.

Foust said the Board of Supervisors in-
tended at least to keep school funding at
the same level by further cutting back
spending on other county programs. “At the
county level, what we’re doing is ripping
into the way we operate,” he said. He noted
that $1.7 billion, more than half the money
in the county’s general fund, went to the
schools this year, in addition to the money
spent on school resource officers, clinic
aides and interest on school bonds. “Our
number-one priority in Fairfax County at the
government level is public schools,” he said.

COUNTY FUNDING represents about
three-quarters of the schools’ budget.

For the current budget year, the schools
did receive $42 million in federal stimulus
money, but that was a one-time payment,
Strauss said. In spite of the federal money,
the School Board froze all pay in the
schools, eliminated 788 positions,
downsized summer school, raised class sizes
twice and cut back on custodians.

She said the list of proposed cuts and
additional fees circulated at the meeting
would cover about $120 million of the pos-
sible shortfall of about $176 million. Pro-
posals listed included, among others, the
elimination of general education summer
school, one of the county’s alternative
schools, and elementary school band and
strings, as well as reductions in full-day kin-
dergarten, sports and equipment replace-
ment. More than 1,700 positions were con-
sidered for elimination.

Foust said the county was looking at an-
other decline in revenue in large part be-
cause 64 percent of its funding comes from
real estate taxes, which are projected to
continue declining. About a fourth of the
real estate taxes come from commercial
properties, which are expected to depreci-
ate by about 18 percent next year, while
residential assessments are projected to fall
by another 10 percent.

However, he said the county had some
options for raising revenue. One would be
to equalize the real estate tax rate by rais-
ing the rate so that the bill for the average
homeowner would not change as real es-
tate values fell. However, he said results
would not be the same across the board,
noting that home assessments in Great Falls
fell by only 8 percent last year, while the
county tax rate went up 12 percent, result-
ing in a net increase. Another option, he
said, would be to reinstate the car registra-
tion fee, although he thought it was a re-
gressive tax. “This year, I’m not sure we’re
going to have the luxury of saying no to
that,” he said.

Local governments cannot run at a defi-
cit, Strauss said. “We are individually, crimi-
nally liable.”

She said the language immersion pro-
gram required an increase in staff because
another teacher was needed to keep down
class sizes among the students not in the
program. As to whether the program could
be run without those teachers, “I expect
we’re going to have some tough discus-
sions,” she said.

Asked whether the schools could charge
for elementary school language immersion,
Strauss said it would probably be deemed
illegal, but the School Board would again
request permission to do so.

SEVERAL PTA MEMBERS suggested that
the county needed to come up with creative
ways to raise money, but Foust noted that,
as part of a Dillon Rule state, the county only
had powers explicitly granted to it by the
state and was left with few funding options.

“I believe that the people in this county
have always been and are willing to fund
world-class schools and world-class ser-
vices,” said Rich Sargent, PTA president at
Kent Gardens Elementary, which has a
French immersion program. “We need to tax
ourselves enough to pay for the services we
want.” He was one of a number of audi-
ence members who suggested raising the
tax rate.

Foust said the county was early in the
budget process and needed to hear from the
public about what approaches it should take
to address shortfalls.

Budget Creates ‘Language Barriers’

Send School Notes to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.

Cara Murnan of Great Falls, a sophomore
diver at Virginia Tech at Blacksburg has been
named to the Women’s All-ACC All-Academic
Team for 2008-2009.

Christopher Martin of Great Falls, a jun-
ior majoring in physics in the College of Science,
was chosen to be a resident advisor at Virginia
Tech.

The annual Mclean High School Band
Fruit Sale is currently underway. Boxes of
fresh Florida oranges and grapefruits, fruit bas-
kets, and jumbo pecan halves are on sale
through Nov. 25. Visit http://mcleanband.org/
annual-fruit-sale.html  o place an order or to
prepay via credit card (PayPal). Payment and
pick up day is Saturday, Dec. 12 from 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. at Mclean High School. Payments on De-
cember 12th must be by cash or check.

Byron Van Nort Hughey of McLean has
been awarded a bachelor of arts  in English from
Denison University of Granville, Ohio. Hughey
received the Alumni Endowed Scholarship and
studied abroad with the Goldsmiths program in
England.

Duncan H. Hardock of McLean has been
named to the spring 2009 dean’s list at Colby
College in Waterville, Maine. Hardock, a gradu-
ate of McLean High School, is the son of Randolf
and Anne Hardock.

Rebecca Ellen Berenson and Alaura
Rose Maglio, both of McLean, have been
named to the spring 2009 dean’s list at the
University of Wisconsin College of Letters and
Sciences.

Julia Christine Glasgow of McLean has
graduated with a bachelor of arts degree from
Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H. Glasgow is
the daughter of James A. and Alice H. Glasgow.

School Notes

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified
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21 Announcements 21 Announcements

3 RE for Rent

$1750 2 BR 
ARLINGTON

On Metro Bus Line
A Must SEE!

SFH 2 BR, 1.5 BA, full 
basement, garage & off-
street pking, lrg fenced 

yrd(includes yard 
service) 703-969-5337

4 RE for Sale

Economy Got You Down?

Properties On Sale

Your Sweat Equity + 
Our Deals = Profits for Both.

Financing Avaliable, 
Bad Credit OK,

CALL TODAY 
443-386-6562

www.PillarProDeals.com

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

29 Misc. for Sale

Pride Power 
Lift Chair

Infinite position, 
wine color 

never used, 
very comfortable

$800 cash. 
703-266-2223

117 Adoption

Loving Family Seeks to 
Adopt Will pay medical & 
legal expenses Please call 
Meg & Jay 301-920-0434 

Collect Calls Welcome

The future
comes one day

at a time.
-Dean Acheson
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Sports

Playoff-Tested Saxons Competing at States
Langley volleyball has
toughened up during
the postseason.

Senior outside hitter Carlie Owen (3) makes a hit during the Saxons’
region semifinals win over Robinson last week.
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By Rich Sanders

The Connection

A
 year ago, Susan Shifflett’s Lan-
gley High girls’ volleyball team
struggled with nerve problems at
times during the postseason. Per-

haps the Saxons were trying to live up to
the previous year’s success in 2007 when
they had won the Northern Region title.
Langley’s 2008 squad never was quite able
to get things rolling during the playoffs and
ultimately was swept by Herndon in a sec-
ond round region tournament match. Even
so, it was still a good season for Langley,
which went 17-7.

But, this season, the Saxons have broken
through in a big time way. Langley, an over-
all young team much like last year, has im-
proved as the fall season progressed.
Shifflett was most concerned with her
team’s offensive firepower at the beginning
of the season. She loved her team’s passing
and defense, but hoped the offense would
round into top form. It did.

On top of that, Langley’s ability to play
well and handle the high energy tension of
big matches has improved, as indicated by
the Saxons’ outstanding postseason roll the
past several weeks.

“I always felt physically we had it,” said
Shifflett. “I wasn’t sure if emotionally we
were ready to deal with the big stress [of
big matches] and winning. Emotionally,
they’ve made so much progress and their

awareness of the game has improved.”
Langley has hardly buckled under during

this year’s postseason, but has instead
thrived under the pressure. Behind the stel-
lar play of standout players Elysse
Richardson, a senior setter, and Kathryn
Caine, a junior middle hitter, the Saxons
have made a playoff charger similar to two
years ago.

As the No. 2-seed at the recent Liberty
District playoffs, Langley reached the finals
before losing to top-seed and defending dis-
trict champion Stone Bridge, three games
to one. But Langley re-grouped for the 16-
team region tourney, dominating in 3-0
match wins over both West Springfield and
Hayfield before upsetting Robinson (19-6

record), three games to one, in a region
semifinals match triumph last Thursday.

That put the Saxons into last Saturday
night’s finals against South County, which
had reached the title match with a semis
win over Stone Bridge. The Stallions got the
better of play against Shifflett’s bunch and
defeated the Saxons, three games to one,
for the title. Both Langley and South County,
by reaching the finals, qualified for this
week’s state AAA tournament.

THE REGION FINALS LOSS hardly
spoiled what has been a postseason joyride
for the Saxons (16-7), who return to the
state playoffs for the second time in three
years. Langley was scheduled to travel to

Loudoun Valley (Purcellville) for a state
quarterfinals match on Tuesday of this
week. Valley (20-5) is a part of the Cedar
Run District and a member of the North-
west Region.

Langley hosted Loudoun Valley during a
regular season match on Sept. 24. The Vi-
kings topped the Saxons, 3-1, that night.

“They are strong all the way across the
board,” said Shifflett.

The first round state playoff winner was
scheduled to advance to Thursday night’s
state semifinals at Virginia Commonwealth
University’s Siegel Center in Richmond.
Langley, if it moves on to Richmond, would
play the second semifinals contest on
Thursday at 8 p.m. The region finals are
scheduled for Saturday at 2:30 p.m., also
at VCU.

Langley played one of its best matches of
the season in its region semifinals triumph
over Robinson last week.

“We just played so well against them,”
said Shifflett. “We had to play one of our
best matches to beat them. It really was a
whole team effort.”

Then at the region finals, Langley started
off well before South County re-grouped.

“South County was really nervous at the
beginning,” said Shifflett. “Once they settled
in and got their passing going, we got a little
down.”

Both Richardson, this year’s Liberty Dis-
trict Player of the Year, and Caine were
named to the All-Tournament team.

Members of this year’s state qualifying
Langley volleyball team are: Christine Baek,
Kathryn Caine, Nikki Hero, Olivia Justus,
Maddie Kotoriy, Lainey Le Blanc, Maureen
Marsh, Kat Ngov, Carlie Owen, Allison Prell,
Elysse Richardson and Lindsay Warden.

Highlanders’ Successful
Football Season Concludes
McLean, following
playoff loss to Lee,
finishes 6-5.

Will Hecht, McLean’s senior quarterback, was behind center for the
winning Highlanders this season.
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By Rich Sanders

The Connection

‘

A
 remarkable turnaround football
season ended for the McLean High
landers Friday, Nov. 13, when they

lost to Lee, 42-18, in a Division 5 Northern
Region quarterfinals playoff game.

With the loss, McLean finished the sea-
son 6-5, a vast improvement from last year’s
winless season.

The Highlanders, under second year head
coach Jim Patrick, took a 9-0 first quarter
lead against Lee, thanks to a two-point
safety and a Riley Beiro scoring run from 6
yards out. Lee came to life in the second
quarter with a couple of touchdowns, but

McLean’s Beiro scored on a 3-yard run and
the Highlanders led 16-14 at halftime. The
Lancers, however, dominated second half
play with four touchdowns to advance to
Friday night, Nov. 20’s region semifinals
game against Hayfield. Lee, a member of
the Patriot District, is 8-3.

It has been a remarkable season for
McLean, which opened the season with a
convincing 44-14 road win at Washington-
Lee and never fell under .500 thereafter.
Perhaps the team’s biggest win of the sea-
son came on Sept. 25 over Liberty District
opponent Madison, 24-21, improving the
Highlanders’ record to 3-1. Madison, later
during the season, went on to defeat region
powerhouse Stone Bridge. This past week-
end, Madison defeated Edison in another
Division 5 quarterfinals game. This Friday,
the Warhawks will travel to Ashburn to take
on the Bulldogs in a Division 5 semifinal.

McLean’s toughest stretch of the season
came in back-to-back losses to Fairfax, 55-

17, and Stone Bridge, 38-21. But a week
later after the loss to the Bulldogs, McLean
completed the regular season with a dra-
matic 35-34 district overtime home win over
cross-town opponent Langley to clinch a

winning record.
The loss to the Lancers last week hardly

diminishes the memorable, victorious fall
of 2009 experienced by the Highlanders and
their fans.
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

b
b

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

SUMMER WORSHIP
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM

Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

b
b

b

b

The GMU Players present Jessica
Blank and Erik Jensen’s “The
Exonerated.” 2 p.m. at George
Mason University’s Black Box
Theater. $6, $3 students and seniors.
703-993-8888.

GMU Various Chamber Ensembles.
2 p.m. at the George Mason
University Harris Theater, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Free. 888-
945-2468 or www.gmu.edu/cfa.

Tracy Grammer and Pierce Pettis.
7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. $15. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

From Page 15

Calendar

MONDAY, NOV. 23
Push Play, Emily Osment and Phil

Bensen. 7 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. $12 advance/
$15 day of show. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/NOV. 24
Colvin Run Community Center

Weekly Dance. 7 p.m. at Colvin
Run Schoolhouse, 10201 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. $10.
www.colvinrun.org.

The Dangerous Summer, Mercy
Mercedes and Single File. 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,

Vienna. $10 advance/ $13 day of
show. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

WEDNESDAY/NOV. 25
Line Dancing Classes for Active

Seniors. 11 a.m. at the Vinson
Dominion Hall, 6251 Old Dominion
Drive, McLean. Join a new
community program designed for age
55 and over. Free. Wear low heels
and comfortable shoes. Registration
required. 703-442-9075, TTY 711.

Bo Jankans and Mad Names
Album Release Party. 10 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. $10. 703-255-1566 or
jamminjava.com.

To have community events listed
in the Connection, send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Air Force Maj. Park D.
Ashley is returning to the U.S.
after a deployment in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom.
Ashley, a security assistance of-
ficer with 18 years of military
service, is  normally assigned to
the 82nd Aerial Target Squadron
at Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla. He
is the son of Clarence and Clara
Sue Ashley of Beach Mill Road,
Great Falls, a 1985 from Langley
High School, and a 1990 gradu-
ate of the Georgia Institute of
Technology, Atlanta.

Keith A. Tooley has been
commissioned as a second lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Army after
successfully completing the Army
ROTC program and graduating
with a bachelor’s degree from
West Virginia University. Tooley
is the son of Jean D. Reimers of
Donmore Drive, Great Falls and is
a 2004 graduate of Langley High
School.

Air Force Lt. Col. Nicholas
E. Russo participated in Proud
Shield II/Giant Sword II, a bomb-
ing, navigation, weapons loading,
and security forces competition
conducted by the Eighth Air Force
to demonstrate the military’s
readiness and ability to project
airpower around the world, set
up a strategic deterrent to threats
to American interests, and meet
national defense objectives.
Russo is director of operations as-
signed to the 2nd Bomb Wing at
Barksdale Air Force Base, Bossier
City, La., and has served in the
military for 16 years. He is the
son of Vincent and Reeta Russo of
McLean; his brothers are Brian
Russo and Mark Russo, also of
McLean. Russo received a
bachelor’s degree in 1993 from
Davidson College, N.C., and a
master’s degree in 2002 from
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Col-
lege.

Army Pfc. Eric Z. Reynolds,
a 2007 graduate of Oakton High
School, has graduated from the
Infantryman One Station Unit
Training at Fort Benning, Colum-
bus, Ga. He is the son of James
and Susan Reynolds of Oakton.

Michael Thompson , of
Vienna is among 10 James Madi-
son University students that
trained for three days with Spe-
cial Forces soldiers at Fort Bragg,
N.C., as part of the Army ROTC
Ranger Group.

Military Notes
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Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Find out why more people trust State Farm
for car insurance. See if you qualify for
Multi-Car and Multiple Line Discounts.
Call me today.

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 21 & 22

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

To add your FREE Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please contact:
In Great Falls, Salome, 703-778-9421, or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com
In Vienna, Don, 703-778-9420, or

donpark@connectionnewspapers.com
In McLean, Trisha, 703-778-9419, or

thamilton@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 p.m.

McLean
6440 Tucker Ave $649,000 Sun 1-4 Karen Kuipe McEnearney 703-738-9566
7314 Aynsley Ln $789,500 Sun 1-4 Sherri Young McEnearney 703-738-9597
1117 Kensington Rd $900,000 Sun 1-4 Jenifer Justice Weichert 703-623-8373
1938 Rockingham St $1,065,000 Sun 1-4 Michelle Dawson Weichert 571-213-1847
1211 Vinita Ln $1,289,000 Sun 1-4 Anne Dibenedetto McEnearney 703-615-1897
1527 Brookhaven Dr $1,649,000 Sun 1-4 Mark Mcfadden Coldwell Banker703-216-1333
7019 Capitol View Dr $2,095,000 Sun 2-4 Marianne Prendergast Long & Foster 703-873-5155
1123 Litton Ln $3,649,000 Sun 1-4 Eileen Summers Long & Foster 703-244-3190

Oakton
12112 Vale Rd $1,225,000 Sun 1-4 David Ballard Weichert 202-437-4540

Vienna
1805 Fawncrest Ct $749,900 Sat & Sun 1-4 Terry Belt Keller Williams 703-242-3975
601 Glyndon St SE $1,225,000 Sun 1-4 Kevin Samson Samson Properties 703-508-2535
502 Spring St SE  $1,240,000 Sun 1-4 Kevin Samson Samson Properties 703-508-2535
1095 Old Cedar Rd $1,399,000 Sun 2-4 Marianne Prendergast Long & Foster 703-873-5155

Arlington 22205-22207
3317 N Vernon St $1,129,000 Sun 1-4 Chip Benjamin Long & Foster 703-309-0411
5021 24th St N $625,000 Sun 1-4 Jennifer Klaussen Keller Williams 703-593-0877
2606 N 23rd Rd $1,099,000 Sun 1-4 Kevin Love Re/Max Allegiance 703-807-1986
2203 Greenbriar St N $1,549,000 Sat/Sun 1-4 Florann Audia Long & Foster 703-402-9127

1708 Landon Hill Rd • $1,050,000 • Open Sunday 1-4
Long & Foster, Debbie Tencza, 703-597-4667

Schools

R
obert Louis Stevenson’s
classic novel, “Treasure
Island” comes to life
this week at Cooper

Middle School. Based on the1883
novel, the play “Treasure Island”
is the story of young Jim Hawkins
and his adventures in the search
for the buried treasure of the no-
torious pirate Captain Flint.
Cooper’s theater teacher and the
play’s director, Meg Baber, has
been working with the cast of 36
middle schoolers since the middle
of September. “I went through
many different versions of the
script and was glad to find Ken
Ludwig’s. His version feels more
current than some of the others
out there,” said Baber.

In order to make the fight scenes
with the pirates look authentic,
Baber brought in local fight cho-
reographer and actor, Matt Wilson,
to work with the young actors. The
play includes a 20-person sword
fight. “Matt taught us how to
sword fight in a way to make it
look real but without getting hurt,”
said seventh grader Tucker Reilly
who portrays pirate Ezekiel Haz-
ard. Eighth grader Ida Rezvani,
who plays the pirate Black Dog,
said she enjoyed learning cool
sword techniques and how to re-
act when she gets stabbed in a
fight scene.

Two eighth grade students share
the role of the young adventurer,
Jim Hawkins. “Jim Hawkins is a
very dynamic character who goes
through many different experi-
ences that allow me to express
many emotions. It’s a lot of fun,”

said Rachel Mayman.
“Jim starts out as a wimpy dude

and ends up being a strong per-
son who can get through any-
thing,” said Madison Van
Volkenberg.

“The show has been really fun.
It is nice being with all my friends
doing something I love,” said Davis
Gibson, an eighth grader who
plays the role of Long John Silver.

Two afternoon shows are pre-
sented on Wednesday and Thurs-
day, Nov. 18 and 19 at 2:30 p.m.
On Friday and Saturday, Nov. 20
and 21, the show begins at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $5 for students and $8
for adults and can be purchased
at the door. Cooper Middle School
is located at 977 Balls Hill Road
in McLean.

Cooper Middle School
Stages ‘Treasure Island’

Seventh graders Cayhan Movaghari, left, and Tucker
Reilly appear as pirates in the ‘Treasure Island’ at Cooper
Middle School.

Rachel Mayman portrays
14-year-old Jim Hawkins in
Cooper Middle School’s
drama production of ‘Trea-
sure Island.’

Ben Gunn (Camille Speer) tries to avenge her abandon-
ment on an island by Long John Silver (Shomin Mathur).
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Kenneth Leo
Collins IV

Anne and Kenny Collins, of
Sterling, announce the birth
of their son, Kenneth Leo
Collins IV, born Thursday,
Aug. 27, at 10:10 a.m. at Fair
Oaks Hospital.  He weighed
7 pounds, 8 ounces and was
20.5 inches long. He has a
3-year-old sister Lucy. The
maternal grandparents are
Joanne Warner of Great Falls
and Ronald Hunter of
Herndon. The paternal
grandparents are Cathy and
Ken Collins of Herndon.

Birth Announcement
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